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      Raymond W. Pershall, 89, of Baxter and formerly of Maxwell, died Sunday, Aug. 17, 
at Skiff Memorial Hospital in Newton.  
      He was born March 29, 1914, near Baxter to Vernon and Lennie (Koon) Pershall. He 
married Lela Frances Stratton on Dec. 20, 1935, in Newton. Ray had farmed and also 
worked at Maytag as a machinist from 1953 until his retirement in 1979. He was a 
member of the Maxwell Christian Church, the Maxwell Museum Association, and a 
former member of the UAW at Maytag. He enjoyed gardening, baseball, horseback 
riding, woodworking and visiting with his family and friends.
      Survivors include three daughters, Joan (and Jim) Bunkofske of Cedar Falls, Linda 
Calvin of Baxter, and Mary K. Pershall (and John Horneshaw) of Melbourne, Australia; 
seven grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and six sisters, Doris Orr of Baxter, Helen 
Bucklin of Baxter, LaVon Hunter of Ira, Jean Millegan of Collins, Joyce Lester of 
Newton and Mary Lou Freland of Baxter.
      He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, on May 14, 2003; a son-in-law, 
Jack Pershall; a sister, Bessie Patterson; and a brother, John Pershall.
      Funeral services were held today, Thursday, Aug. 21, at the Maxwell Christian 
Church with the Revs. Tom Lee and Eugene Bucklin officiating. Burial was in the 
Collins Evergreen Cemetery. Memorials may be made to the Maxwell Christian Church. 
Bacon Funeral Home in Maxwell handled the arrangements.
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